
Matthew 9:1–8 — Deep-Dive Study 
Theme: The Son of Man exercises God’s own authority on earth to forgive sins, with a public 
sign (healing) authenticating an invisible verdict (forgiveness). 

1) Text & Translation Notes 
9:1 καὶ ἐμβὰς εἰς πλοῖον… εἰς τὴν ἰδίαν πόλιν 

●​ “His own city” = Capernaum (cf. Matt 4:13; Mark 2:1). The return to base situates the 
controversy in Jesus’ “home turf,” heightening the challenge of religious opposition (not 
merely pagan resistance). 

9:2 θάρσει, τέκνον· ἀφίενταί σου αἱ ἁμαρτίαι. 

●​ θάρσει (“take heart/be brave”): imperatival comfort, used elsewhere in crisis (Matt 
14:27). 

●​ τέκνον (“child/son”): pastoral, covenantal welcome; relational restoration precedes 
bodily restoration. 

●​ ἀφίενται (present passive indicative of ἀφίημι): “are being forgiven.” The divine 
passive implies God as the agent; but since Jesus utters the verdict without temple or 
sacrifice, the narrative implies Jesus enacting God’s act (cf. Matt 1:21; 26:28). 

9:2a ἰδὼν ὁ Ἰησοῦς τὴν πίστιν αὐτῶν 

●​ “Seeing their faith” (plural) highlights communal faith (the friends), not only the 
paralytic’s. Matthew retains Mark’s emphasis: faith is visible (embodied), not merely 
mental. 

9:3–4 Οὗτος βλασφημεῖ… εἰδὼς ὁ Ἰησοῦς τὰς ἐνθυμήσεις 

●​ βλασφημεῖ (present): ongoing assessment—“he is blaspheming.” 
●​ Jesus’ perception of inner thoughts underscores divine prerogatives (cf. 1 Sam 16:7; 

Ps 139; Matt 12:25). 

9:5 Τί ἐστιν εὐκοπώτερον…; 

●​ Rhetorical dilemma: both claims (forgive / heal) require divine agency; the visible 
healing will verify the invisible forgiveness. 

9:6 ἵνα δὲ εἰδῆτε ὅτι ἐξουσίαν ἔχει ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς ἀφιέναι ἁμαρτίας… 

●​ ἐξουσία = rightful authority/jurisdiction (more than raw δύναμις “power”). 



●​ ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς is emphatic: not merely heavenly absolution—the verdict is enacted on 
earth. 

●​ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου: alludes to Daniel 7:13–14 (see §4). 

9:6–7 ἔγειρε… ἆρόν σου τὴν κλίνην… ὕπαγε… καὶ ἀναστὰς ἀπῆλθεν 

●​ Triple imperatives (“Rise—Lift—Go”) → triple obedience (“he rose and went”). Jesus’ 
speech creates what it commands—an echo of creative Word theology (Gen 1; Ps 
33:6, 9). 

9:8 ἐδόξασαν τὸν θεὸν τὸν δόντα ἐξουσίαν τοιαύτην τοῖς ἀνθρώποις 

●​ “Such authority to men”: in Matthew’s flow, authority is vested in the Son of Man and 
shared representationally with His people (anticipating Matt 10:1; 28:18–20). Matthew’s 
redaction from Mark sharpens the ecclesial horizon. 

2) Literary & Narrative Structure (Chaism)  
Setting → Pronouncement → Objection → Demonstration → Response 

A (9:1–2a) Faith arrives (carried)​
 B (9:2b) Pronouncement: forgiveness on earth​
 C (9:3–4) Objection: blasphemy & Jesus’ omniscience​
 B′ (9:5–7) Demonstration: visible healing proves invisible forgiveness​
 A′ (9:8) Faith multiplies into worship 

●​ The center of gravity is the authority to forgive on earth (B/B′). 
●​ Matthew removes some Markan narrative color to foreground juridical authority 

(ἀφίενται / ἐξουσία). 

3) Historical & Socio-Context 
●​ Forgiveness & Temple: In Second Temple Judaism, forgiveness was covenantally 

offered via sacrifice and confirmed in the Temple (Lev 4–5; 16). Prophetic hope 
promised eschatological forgiveness with the return from exile (Jer 31:31–34; Isa 
40–55). 

●​ Blasphemy charge: Claiming to effect God’s own act apart from Temple cultus risked 
sacrilege. Jesus bypasses cultic mediation by personal pronouncement—an implicit 
Temple re-center in Himself (cf. Matt 12:6; John 2:19–21). 

●​ Honor–shame dynamics: Publicly absolving—and then visibly healing—reverses the 
man’s social shame and challenges the scribes’ honor. Jesus accrues honor through 
benefaction and divine sanction. 

4) Intertextual Threads 



1.​ Daniel 7:13–14 (Son of Man) 
○​ N. T. Wright: “Son of Man” in the Gospels fuses Daniel’s royal figure with Israel’s 

vindicated people; in Jesus, that destiny is concentrated and inaugurated. 
Here, forgiveness signals the end-of-exile reality arriving ahead of time.​
 

2.​ Isaiah 43:25 
○​ “I, I am He who blots out your transgressions… I will not remember your sins.” 
○​ The scribes’ theology is right: God alone forgives. Matthew’s claim is higher: 

God is present in Jesus, forgiving on earth.​
 

3.​ Psalm 103:2–3, 8–14 
○​ Yahweh “forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases” (order noted by many 

commentators). Matthew mirrors that order: forgiveness → healing, signifying 
new-creation mercy.​
 

4.​ Leviticus 16 (Day of Atonement) 
○​ Jesus pronounces the once-a-year verdict of corporate acquittal now 

face-to-face. Beale: Jesus functions as moving Temple/mercy-seat, embodying 
the presence that atones.​
 

5.​ Creation Word (Gen 1; Ps 33:6–9) 
○​ Jesus’ performative speech (“Rise…”) recalls the efficacy of the divine word. 

Gorman: salvation is participation in the crucified-and-risen One; His living 
Word re-creates persons into that participation.​
 

6.​ Return-from-Exile Motif 
○​ Forgiveness signals covenant restoration (Jer 31; Isa 40–55). Christopher J. 

H. Wright: this is covenant faithfulness embodied—God keeping promises to 
cleanse a people and restore vocation. 

5) Theological Implications 
●​ Christology (High, Functional, and Ontological): 

○​ Claim: Jesus performs God’s own act of forgiving, and knows hearts—divine 
functions on earth. 

○​ Wright / McKnight / Bird: Jesus enacts the kingdom not as a teacher of ideals 
but as the royal agent through whom Israel’s God returns to Zion. 

○​ Beale: Temple Christology—Jesus as locus of divine presence/forgiveness 
prefigures the Church as extended temple (Eph 2:21–22), by His Spirit.​
 

●​ Exousia (Authority) & Allegiance: 
○​ ἐξουσία here = jurisdictional right to forgive on earth. 



○​ Bates: Gospel entails allegiance to the enthroned King; this pericope displays 
the basis for allegiance—He alone can and does forgive.​
 

●​ Soteriology (Participation / New Creation): 
○​ Gorman: Forgiveness is entry into relational participation in the Messiah’s 

cruciform life; healing is a sign of new-creation restoration. 
○​ Gupta / McKnight: “Kingdom” is God-with-us renewing Israel and the nations; 

forgiveness is kingdom currency that reshapes communities.​
 

●​ Eschatology (Inaugurated): 
○​ The end-time verdict of acquittal has arrived now. The healing anticipates the 

bodily restoration of the age to come (1 Cor 15), aligning with already/not-yet 
patterns across Matthew (12:28). 

6) Synoptic Comparison (Matt 9:1–8 // Mark 2:1–12 // Luke 
5:17–26) 

●​ Mark provides architectural color (roof removal) and a crowded teaching scene; 
Matthew compresses to spotlight forgiveness and authority vocabulary. 

●​ Lukan nuance adds “the power of the Lord was with Him to heal” and “Pharisees and 
teachers… from every village”—heightening the official scrutiny. 

●​ Matthew’s redactional signature: Stronger ecclesial horizon (9:8 “to men”), and 
trajectory toward 28:18–20 (authority given → authority shared → mission). 

7) Linguistic Focus: Key Terms 
●​ ἀφίημι / ἀφίενται — “release, remit, forgive.” In legal/financial metaphors: cancel debt. 

The present passive stresses real-time divine action. 
●​ ἐξουσία — right/authority/jurisdiction (not just capacity). In Matthew, clusters with 

teaching (7:29), healing/deliverance (10:1), and climaxes in 28:18. 
●​ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου — In Matthew, a title of authority, suffering, and vindication (cf. 

12:8; 17:22–23; 26:64). Here: Danielic dominion on earth. 

8) Canonical & Pastoral Trajectory 
●​ From Capernaum to Commission: The same authority that forgives/heals here 

underwrites the Great Commission (28:18–20). The Church doesn’t generate grace; it 
announces and administers Christ’s royal forgiveness (John 20:21–23) under His 
presence (“I am with you…”). 

●​ Ethics of Forgiven People: Forgiveness received creates forgiveness extended (Matt 
6:12; 18:21–35). Communities shaped by 9:1–8 become Matthew 18 communities— 
truth-telling, repentance, restoration. 



●​ Temple People: In union with the King, the Church becomes a mobile mercy-seat 
people (Beale/Gorman) where God’s forgiving presence is experienced. 

9) For Further Study 
●​ Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God — Son of Man, end-of-exile forgiveness arriving 

in Jesus. 
●​ Gorman, Cruciformity — participationist salvation; forgiveness as relational reshaping. 
●​ Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God — covenant faithfulness, mission as 

outflow of forgiven people. 
●​ Beale, The Temple and the Church’s Mission — Jesus as end-time temple presence. 
●​ McKnight, Kingdom Conspiracy — kingdom as a people under King Jesus’ rule; 

forgiveness forming a kingdom community. 
●​ Bird, Evangelical Theology — kingdom, Christology, and atonement in canonical 

perspective. 
●​ Blomberg, Matthew (NAC) — redactional emphases; authority theme. 
●​ Bates, Gospel Allegiance — royal announcement and allegiance; forgiveness under 

King Jesus. 
●​ Gupta, Tell Her Story / Paul studies — ecclesial embodiment; communal faith and 

inclusion patterns. 

10) Reflect–Research Prompts 
1.​ Trace ἐξουσία across Matthew (7:29; 9:6, 8; 10:1; 21:23–27; 28:18). How does the 

theme develop from teaching to healing to commission? 
2.​ Compare the order forgiveness → healing here with Psalm 103 and Isaiah 33:24 (“no 

inhabitant will say, ‘I am sick’; the people who dwell there will be forgiven their iniquity”). 
What theological point emerges? 

3.​ How does reading Daniel 7 in its context (beasts/kingdoms → Son of Man) sharpen the 
punch of Jesus’ claim to forgive on earth? 

4.​ In what ways does this pericope function as Temple replacement/fulfillment (Matt 12:6; 
26:61; 27:51) in Matthew’s narrative? 

5.​ How does allegiance (Bates) clarify the response called for by a King who can and 
does forgive? 

One-sentence synthesis 

In Matthew 9:1–8, the Danielic Son of Man enacts YHWH’s own forgiveness on 
earth, and authenticates it by re-creative speech that makes the lame walk—an 
inaugurated-eschatology sign that the Temple presence has gone mobile in Jesus 
and, through Him, in His people. 
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